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^< Jlnd the sons of the prophets said unto Etisha, Behold now^ the 
place where we dwell with thee is too straitfor us. Let lisgöy 
we pray thee, uiitö Jordan, and take there every man a heam, 
and let us mdke us a place there, where we may dwell. And he 
answered, Go ye. And one said, Be content, Ipray thee, and 
go with thy servants, and he answered, I will go." 



Aböüt nine hundred years before Ghrist, there was 
at Jericho or Gilgal, some place near to Jordan, a school 
of the prophets, at the head of which was the worthy 
and venerable Elisha.' The government of Israel was 
in the hands of Jehoräm, a degenerate son öf the impi- 
Gus Ahab. it was a time of general corruption ; the 
prophets were treated with neglect ; and the honbrs 
due to God were given to an idol. Still the prophets 
were employed in promoting the worship of God, and 
their number increased tili they had occasion to enlargc 
the place of their tent. In the simple and interesting 
history of this enterprise, we learn, that the prophets, 
though poor, and not held in very high estimation z;2 
that degenerate age, were pioüs, honest, and industri- 
ous. 



16 

Thqy seem tohavedwelt together, that under the tu- 
ition of their honored father, they might become pre- 
pared to teach and to prophecy in Israel -and the neigb- 
boring countries. They were, no doubt, at this time 
frequently consulted by the leaders of Israel, notwith- 
standing their degeneracy and corruption. 

I presume it can need no apology, if I glance from 
this school of the prophets to the education of a gospel 
ministry. O could I, in the transition, bring with me 
into gospel times the faith of Elisha, and transfer into 
my audience the zeal pf his associates ! Then the 
biiilding we propose to erect would soon rise, and the 
church, down to the latest ages, feel and rejoice in the 
benevolent enterprise. I shall take occasion to remark 
in the 

First Flace, That, up to this moment, very inade- 
quate provision is made for replenishirig the gospel min- 
istry. This treasure is committed to earthen vessels ; 
Töinisters are däying rnen. Whi^r^ we hayq seryed the 
chüiTQb a few days, we go the way of all the earth, an(ä 
the-places that knew üs, know us np niore forjever. • Bjat 
Jhe churches laust still have a ministry ; and thiat min- 
fetry bq eomposed pf ineri, not aiigels ; men educateid by 
human means, npt inspired with miraculpus gifts. 
Hgnee there must be made a perpetu-al eiFort to crqate 
this supply of pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of 
the; saints, and for the edifying of the body of Christ. 
But the present ratio of supply is, entirely inadequa^e to 
the exigences of the church. On this subject there 
needs no other argument but a Statement of facts, of 
which there cGuld be presented a list that would move 
any but a heart of iron. A very few of these facts, 
drawn from the very best autborities, I will fake the 
liberty to mention. 
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The nine millions of souls in these United States, 
have the service, it is believed, of only about two thou- 
sand five hundred ministers who are competent to preach 
the gospti. But if instead of ihis number we had nine 
thousandi each must then have the care of one thousand 
souls. Büt in a large proportion of our country, owing 
to the scattered State of its population, five hundred 
souls would be an extensive charge. Hence, nine thou- 
sand ministiers, in addition to all we have, would be 
but a bare supply for this district of the church of 
Christ. But this number would equal that of the min- 
isters educated in times past in all the Colleges in the 
United States in neärly twenty years. While, then, we 
might be preparing this supply, many ministers will go 
to their graves, and others be disabled, and our popula- 
tion will have almost döubled. 

We are assured, that in the three southernmost of the 
Atlantic States, containing perhaps a million and a half 
of souls, there are but one hundred and ten competent 
ministers ; while in one district of South Carolina, con- 
taining nine hundred square miles, there is but one 
place of worship, and that not used, and not one Chris- 
tian church or minister of any denomination. In the 
whole of Indiana, Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, 
Illinois, Michigan and Missouri, a district of country 
large enough for a continent, and containing at käst 
three hundred and fifty thousand souls, there are not 
twenty competent ministers ; of course, but one to 
möre than twenty thousand. In East Tennessee, there 
are in seventeen counties more than one hundred thou- 
sand, while fourteen of these counties are without one 
regulär minister of the gospel. In the West of Vir- 
ginia, in eight counties, are forty-seven thousand souls 
3 
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connected With ilö feligious society; and four whole 
cou nties without any religious institutions whate ver. In 
another district there äre fifty-threc thousand souls, in 
another twenty thousatld, and in another still sixty thou- 
sand, all in about the same deplorable coridition. In 
Pennsylvania there are extensive districts in which there 
never was a school, where morethan half the adults can 
neither read nor write, many never saw a bible nor any 
book, nor ever heard a sermon. One district of forty 
thousand souls, has but one fixed pastor. In the State 
of New- York there could be settled immediately, were 
they to be found, two hundred ministers. And if we 
should survey the limits of New England, we should 
see some dreary moral deserts. In the two oldest 
counties of New- Hampshire, there are about forty-five 
towns without a ministry. But I have not time to en- 
large. AUowing that these Statements may be in many 
respects not exactly correct, still they are evidence of 
a Wide and fearful desolation. If but the one half is 
true, it presents to the eye of charity a moral landscape 
of wide and fearful ruins. 

If you could read the epistles, that pour these com- 
plaints into our ears, you would weep if you ever did, 
and would die with shame, or would rise to a tone of 
charity that many have not reäched. Now these deso- 
late places must be cultivated, ' these wastes of death 
must be fertilized. But where are they to find a minis- 
try ? The common resources are utterly inadequate to 
this home supply. But in the mean time we need mis- 
sionaries to send to the heathen. Of these there are 
six hundred millions who pay their supreme homage to 
Stocks and stones. The United States, it is computed, 
ought to dispatch to their help at least two thousand 
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missionaries, and will do it, if the time has come, as vve 
presume it has, when the Christian Community, with 
the qharter of eternal life in their hands, can sleep no 
longer. 

And still the ministry must be replenished at home. 
If the probability is, that vve shall feel it our duty soon 
to Support among the heathen, a number of missionaries 
greater than that of the ministers npw within our lithits, 
pray from vvhat resource can we obtain that enormous 
supply ? To export the whole of our ministry, would 
render our own country the valley of death. It is im- 
possible not to see that the Christian churches have neg- 
lected their duty too long, We must be more thor- 
oughly awake soon, or nothing but a boundless desola^ 
tion Stares us in the face, The wastes of death are al- 
ready so wide, that they almost outmeasure the hope of 
cultivation, and they are daily augmenting their horrid 
circumference. Our chjldren, rvhen we shall have done 
all that we can, are very likely to be among those who 
shall cry for the bread of life, and perish before their 
cry is heard. When they shall have attended our fune- 
ral, they may retire to the West, and there pine away 
in their sins, while there lights upon their ears no sound 
of mercy, nor their eyes see upon the mountains the feet 
of him that bringeth glad tidings, that publisheth peace, 
that saith to Zion, Thy God reigneth. We may miss 
our children in heaven, and know then, but know too 
late, that they have perished through pur negligence, 
While we thus weep over the fearlul delinquencies in 
the ministry of reconciliation, it is cheering to know, 

II, That we have the materials and the means of an 
abundant supply, Wh^n I speak of the materials^ my 
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eye is searching among the churches for the liappy siib- 
jects of our late revivals. Many of them I perceive are 
in the vale of poverty, and would rejoice to be iiseful, if 
they might presume to hope, that God would employ 
them in his scFvice. They are waiting, it is presumed, 
tili this Institution rise, and some kind voice invite them 
to Gome and take sanctuary under its covert. If they 
could equip theraselves they would ; or if they dared to 
hope that they were worthy, they would pour their cry 
into our ears, and give us no rest tili we had made 
them the recipients of our charity. A few years since, 
if we had been awake to this interest, it would not have 
been easy to find materials. God had suffered our 
youth to grow up in unbelief, and thus had chastised us 
for our negligence. But, anticipating the close of our 
portentous slumber, his mercy has waked, and prepar- 
ed the rising generation to be educated, and employed 
to lead to conquest and to glory the saeramental hosts of 
Göd's elect. If we were prepared, and would enter to- 
morrow one hundred upon our opening list of benefici- 
aries, it is presumed they could readily be found, and 
their hearts would leap for joy to knovv that they might 
be equipt for the good work of pointing sinners to the 
Savior. 

And we have abundantly the means. If each person 
in the United States would give one cent a year for this 
purpose, it would amount to ninety thousand dollars an- 
nually, a sura tlii^ interest of which would discharge an- 
nually and forever the expenses of more than fifty bene- 
iiciaries, or if the principal should be expended, it would 
Support for one year nine hundred. If each church 
member in the United States should contribute to this 
pbject annually one doUar, it would probably raise the 
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sum of four hundred thousand doUars, and support four 
thousand students. Most congregations beside sup- 
porting the ministry, could defray the expences of onc 
Student annually, and thus furnishevery seven years one 
minister. In one timely shower of rain, God could re- 
store all vve had expended for years ; or by warding oft' 
one stof m, could save for us a far greater amount. The 
man who could lose an ox every year, and not be poor, 
or could bear the expense of one fit of sickness, could 
pour the price of that ox, or the expenses of that Visita- 
tion, into the treasury of the Lord, and not be poor. 
But if half the number who could make this sacrifice, 
wom/c? do it, and devote the avails to this object, we 
could very soon tenfold the number of our ministers, 
and make the desert and the solitary place glad. If one 
can spend idly, in the course of the year,- ten days, and 
not be poor, he could employ those days, and not bc 
poor, in earning something for this benevolent purpose. 
But if half who actually make this sacrifice should thus 
employ theirtime, the treasury of the Lord would soön 
be füll. If the youth who annually spend ten dollars in 
mere extravagancies, would give the one half of this ex- 
penditure to educate pious and worthy young men for 
the gospel ministry, there would be made no farther 
calls upon the Christian public. If farmers would cut- 
tivate each a quarter acre of their waste lands in the best 
manner, and give the proceeds to the Lord, it would 
probably tenfold the sum that has usually been givea 
for all the benevolent purposes for which contributions 
have been made. If the extra crops of the present year, 
were dcvoted to the Lord, and expended in thrusting 
forth laborers into his harvest, the fields that are white 
would soon be gathered in. Weit th^t sum saved. 
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which is annually lost by mere negligenee, it would 
forever supply the churches vvith a well-educated min- 
istry,^would furnish an grmy of evangelists, and would 
fertilize the wastes of a moral World. Instead of its be- 
ing die fact,^s thecovetous dailyplead,Üiat our resources 
are exhausted, they are really yet untouched. The man 
can hardly be found, who has denied himself a comfort 
to revive a famishing world. And, a§ it will always 
happen, those who complain the most have done the 
least^ and most of those who complain, have done no- 
thing. The man who lo ves to do good with his wealth, 
is attentive to every call of charity, and has made every 
benevolent institution fcel the effects of his liberality and 
his prayers, is grieved tliat he does so little, and has 
never been heard to say, that the calls upon his charity; 
have become so frequent as to be oppressive. That we 
have the means abundantly, of making exertioii,s that wc 
have never made, none can doubt. 

III. It is our duty to use these means, and supply 
«urselves and others with a well educated ministry. 
The duty of preparing ourselves a ministry admits of no 
controversy. If a congregation in each thirty or forty 
vears wears out a minister in their service, it is but 
Jionest to calculate, that such a congregation should, in 
every such period, in addition to supporting; the minis- 
try already in their employ, educate one, that the list 
may be kept füll. The only question is, Shall we pro- 
vide a surplus, for those who are destitute of a ministry, 
and cannot be expected to supply themselves? A very 
Uttle reflection, it would seem, must render this matter 
piain. If we look about us upon the waste places, we 
shall feel that we are imperiously urged to provide them 
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ß supply öf pastors. There are ehurches very near u s, 
which have been so unhappy äs to lose the blessingthey 
once enjoyed. Perhaps the surviving members had no 
partnership inthe sinthatstripped them öf the ministry* 
They are begging for help, would do all in their power 
to provide themselves the gospel and its ordinances ; 
but when they have done all they can do, they still hun- 
ger for the bread of life. The Domestic Missionary 
Society, instituted for their felief, have assured us,that, 
; although their funds have been low, much of the time 
since their Organization, they have done nothing^ because 
men couldnot befound suitable for the service. Wheh 
I readof this fact, it had on my ear the effect of a dying 
groan, and stöle throtigh the heart like the cold stream 
of death. Said I to myself, Are the ehurches that oür 
fäthers planted, which thiey watered with their tears, in 
whöse bosom they expired, and in whose prosperity, 
thöugh now in heaven, they have still a deep and unali- 
i enäble interest— are they to become extiiict ? Is that 
GOvenantbroken, which it was> pröniised should be per- 
petital ? Had their Redeemer said, ** I have graven thee 
lipon the palms of my hands, thy walls are continüally 
befo*"eme," and has that city.been demolished, and 
havethose walls been thrown down ? Have the children 
who there received the seal of the covenant, no prortiiäe 
left on which to hang their hopes ? If we are to do 
good to all men, but especially to those^ who are o£ the 
household of faith, to help them re-establish; in their 
temples the rainistry of reconciliation is the first duty of 
pifety, and the first dictate of humanity. They hunger and 
thirst after the bread of life, have received a pledgethat 
God will sanctify them through his truthj and cannot be 
^enied the blessing requisite to the fulfilment of this 
promise. 
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Or if we turn our eye to those who have gone to the 
Western woods, we shall see opened before iis a field 
which we dare not refuse to cultivate. They have been 
used to the blessings of a Christian land, have heard 
and loved the church-going bell, have enjoyed schools, 
academies and libraries, and been revived by the ordi- 
nances, and must they now be exckided forever from 
these Privileges ? They cannot educate for themselves 
a itiinistry, nor biiild in the wilderness the unnumbered 
conveniences they have left behind. They bave turned. 
their eye to US, and if we refuse them help we cover 
them with unmingled despair. They have thus before 
them nöne but the comfortless prospect of seeing their 
children become wild men, their band against every 
man, iand every man's band against them ; nor this the 
least; for^ without the gospel, there is nothing before 
their dear devoted offspring but the blackness of dark- 
iiess foreveri The mother, that had devoted her chil- 
dren to Godj and has gOne with them into the Western 
wilds, must now die crushed with the tremendous 
thought, that she became a möther, merely that she 
might people the realms of death. Already she has 
hung herharp upon the wiUows,and there it must hang, 
tili some kind missionary enter the door of her cabin, 
and wipe away her tears ; and this missionary we must 
educate. Ten long years must still roll away before he 
arrives, and she in themean time, bleached by the frosts 
of age, trembles on the brink of the grave, but dare not 
die tili her hopes are accomplished, and her children 
saved. 

And who are these inhabitants of the forest ? They are 
our fathers^and mothers, our brethren and sisters, our 
children, our friends and neighbors. They were born 
in the houses we occupy, have gone from our families 
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and our bosom, werfe the companions of our childhood 
and our youth. We took sweet counsel together, and 
went to the house of God in Company. Hence the cry 
they utter sounds in our ears loud and eloquent as the 
shrieks of death. If we db not hearnovkelp them, then 
the mother has forgot her sucking child, and feels no 
Gompassion for the soll of her womb. Do you say, 
They shall have a gospel ministry ? My heart responds, 
They shall. 

ButI heartoothe voiceof the savage, sounding from 
the, bösom of that trackless forest still beyond. And 
there is in that cry a wild and native eloquence, " You 
" have stripped us of our hunting ground, all in life that 
" we held dear; you have corrupted ourmorals; our 
•' tribes, already incalculably diminibhed, have nothing 
*' before them but the dreary idea of being swallowed 
*'up, unless it be the more fearful apprehension of per- 
" ishing forever in our sins. Once we were the heirs of 
" your soil, we now only ask to die the heirs of that sal- 
" vation, which is revealed to you in your bibles.'^ A 
cry like this has been uttered and is heard. Alreadjf 
the heralds of salvation have gone to look up the rem- 
nants of their depopulated tribes, and point them to a 
Savior. Their sun is setting in the west, and we should 
give evidence that we had their unpitying nature as well 
as their soil, were we willing to see it go down in total 
darkness. If the few that remain may live forever, it 
alleviates the retrospect of their wrongs, and creates one 
luminous spot in the Egyptian cloud that hangs over 
the place of their fathers' sepulchres. I would give 
any price for their forgiveness and their blessing ; and 
itcheers my heart, that my country is beginning to pajr 
the long arrears which are due to that injured people, 
4 
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Now suppose^ that not merely from the West, but 
-from other heathen lands, we hear a cry for the gospel. 
If the löillions of India ask us to send them back in bi- 
bles and missionaries the wealth we have imported from 
their shores, ean we say to them, ** Be ye warmed and 
be ve fed ?" If Palestine, and the shores of the Med- 
iten^nean, are seen pining witli spiritual famine, and 
should beg us to send them that bread of hejiven which 
their forefathers sent toours, would there be no elo- 
quence in that prayer ? Or if Africa, poor ill-fated Af- 
rica, should beg us to make them a sabbath, and build 
them a sanctuary, and send them a bible and a missipna- 
ry ; wouW ihey deserve no answer ? Or if they should 
be too much oppressed to utter any cry, and we should 
only know that their highest deity is a serpent, and their 
riebest hope the repose of the grave, can we pass by on 
the other side ? Their sons have served our fathers and 
us; we have taught them nothing but our vices; and 
if noW, when the promise is about to be fulfilled, and 
Ethiopia is stretching out her hands unto God, we 
should refuse them the gospel, how can we answer for 
the stripes, and chains, and servitude and famine, with 
which we have taxed them ? What defence can we 
make when their compassionate Redeemer shall advo- 
cate their cause. 

Poor Africa must share, though late, the blessings of 
the gospel ; it must be sent tp the shores of Palestine, 
must be propagated in India, must sound through every 
isle of the ocean, and must go, with its Stores of bless- 
ings, to every section of this dark and desolate world. 
But it cannot be sent ; the miseries that it would alleyi- 
ate must remain without a eure, tili there is a grtat aug- 
mentation of the army of evangelists. Hcnce we mtist 
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1 use the matefials änd employ the means in oür power to 
iequip young men for this Service. And every year's 
idclay will bury millioiis who have never heard öf 
I Christ, and have no faidi in his blood. Hence we are 
' urged to the work, by all that js fleetiiig in tinie, by all 
that is valuable in the soul, by all that is bright and rieh 
; in the thought of heaven, and by all that is dark and 
1 dreary in the idea of hopeless perdition,. 

IV. Union in the Christian world will insu re success, 
Said the young men to the aged and venerable Elisha, 
*' Be content, we pray thee, and go with thy servants." 
There was union ; and very soon the trees of Jordan 
feil, and the school of the prophets was builded. How 
simple*, how interesting, and how füll of instruction is 
this page of sacred story ! How the venerable prophet, 
as he bore up a beam from the wood, evinced bis faith 
iiithe covenant, nerved the young men to exertion, and 
magnified his office ! Let the Christian world unite, and 
the work we propose will be easy. Whcn all shall do 
a little, none will be burdened. We can educate 
teachers for ourselves, and furnish a surplus for the outj- 
casts of Israel. And to do it ajl we hardly need deny 
Ourselves a single comfort. We have only to gather 
up the frägments and let nothing be lost, and they will 
feed millions of the hungry . When we can unite in the 
efFort, it will be easy to do all that duty and that heneva^ 
lence require. The waste places will be repaired, thp 
destitute willbe furnished with the bread of heaven, the 
heathen will be tamed to civility, and will burn their 
temples and their idolsj Ethiopia will Stretch out her 
hands unto God, the posterity of Abraham will own 
tbeir allegiance to their Savior, and be again engrafte^ 
into their own olive tree, the Turk and the Arab will 
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cxchange the mosque and the Koran for the sanctuary 
arid the Bible, the Tartar will pitch permanently his tent 
about the house of the missionary, and Jesus, the long 
nqglected Redeemer, will receive the kingdom, the pow- 
er and the glory forever. 

And there is nothing visionary in all this. It is all 
promised, it is all expected, it will soon transpire ; and 
the man who will not belle ve, like the infidel of Sama- 
ria, may die in the gate, while the perishing inhabi- 
tants of a world are rushing to the banquet of the Lannb. 
The angel, fiying through the midst of heaven, and hav- 
ing the everlasting gospel to preach tp them that dwell 
on the earth, will publish it to every kindred and natiori 
and tongue and people. This angel is the gospel minis- 
try, and this prediction is fast accprnplishing. 

Will any ask, What has all this to do with the present 
occasion ? The answer is obvious. You have met to 
lay the foundation of an Institution, designed to recruit 
the ranks of the gospel ministry. There are many iivho 
would become soldiers of the cross, if any would equip 
them. The subscribers to this generous fund, and the 
founders of this noble edifice, have in view this single 
object. It is an Institution, in some respects, like no 
otherthat ever ros? ; designed to bestow gratis a liberal 
educatiön upon those who will enter this gospel ministry, 
but who are too indigent to defray the expense of their 
own induction. It has been founded and must rise by 
charity. And every man \yho shall bring a beam or a 
rock, who shall lay a stone pr drive a nail, from love to 
the kingdom of Christ, shall not fall of his re ward. I be- 
lieye this institution will collect about it the friends of 
the Lord Jesus, will be fed by their philanthropy and 
watered by their prayers, and will yet become a foun- 
tain pouring forth its streams to fertilize the boundless 
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wästes of a miserable world. In vision Isee it among 
thefirst institutions of oür land, the younger sister and 
the best friend of our theological seminaries, the centre 
of our education societies, the solace of poverty, the joy 
of the destitute, and the hope and the salvation of perr 
ishing milUons. 

Connected as it is ivith the recruit of the ministry, 
the salvation of souls, and the glory of the Lord Jesus 
Christ j it will rise, and will soon have a claim upon the 
charity, the prayers, and the tears of the whole Christian 
Community. If some who may aid in the work have 
other motives than the glory of God, still I will hbpe, 
and I do believe^ that the great mass of the donors, have 
their eye upon the future glories of Emmanuel, and are 
erectins: this instltotion as a monument to his honor. 
And having put their hand to the plough, they will not 
look back. They will still enlarge their charities, and 
increase their hopes, tili this sacred spot, where they are 
erecting the school, has atlractedthe gazc, and gladden-: 
ed the aching hearts of believers in every destitute sec- 
tion of our land. 

The subject now makes its appeal to all classes of 
men,' to all the tender relationships of life, and to all the 
sympathies of human nature. Its first appeal is to the 
churches of our Lord Jesus Christ. They are the sa- 
cred depositaries of divine truth, and are obligated to 
perpetuate the ministry of reconciliation. Here you 
may educate your children, born in your late revivals, 
and committed to your care to train up for the Lord, 
Here you see revived the hope and the promise of your 
future prosperity. *' Thy children shall all be taught of 
the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy children.'* 
Here vve hope will be educated many of your future 
pastors. You have here an additional pledge, that God 
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has not forsaken yö«, and that he will liever leavc the 
vine he has planted in this western world^to be trodden 
down hy the boar of the vvood, or wasted by the lapse of 
tinie, or tlie ravages of death. " Thy teachers shall not 
be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall 
see thy teachers." 

And congregations have a Singular interest. You 
have had just occasion to fear that you might öne day 
become waste places, through a laek of pastors. Büt 
the thought must be dreadful, whether you regard a 
fitture life, or only the present. When the lips whieli 
now address you in your respective sanctuaries, are cold 
in death, and you are met to pay the last offices of affec- 
tion to your deceased pastor, how it would darken the 
glooms of that evening, and lessen your höpe of salva- 
tion, to apprehend a famine of the word. But the most 
judicious, tili the church waked to the duty of eduGating 
herseif a ministry, feared all this. The increase of our 
population, and the urgent claims of the heathen and the 
destitute, seemed to leave us, tili we discovered this 
remedy, nothing to look for but ultimate desertion and 
ruin. For with the gospel, it was fcnown there wöüld^ 
desert us the sabbath, and all those institütions which 
are the glory of our land. Hence the very Infidel^ who 
lias no hope for himself and his ehildren beyond the 
grave, but would have them civil, and decent, and 
wealthy, and happy in the present life, has a deep interr 
est in this Institution. 

But the subjcct addresses itself specially Xo believers, 
You love the Lord Jesus Christ, and love his church, 
and have a deep interest in whatevcr has respect to 
his honor. And the cternal life of souls is near your 
lieart. If this Institution then promises to promote eith- 
erof these objects, it will be dear to yöär hearts, Aöd 
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you knowthe ministry' is appointed for the perfectin^ of 
the saints, and for the edifying of the body of Christ* 
Of course an Institution designed to enlarge this minis- 
try, is connected intimately with your best interests, 
your highest pleasures, and your riebest hopes. And 
as you shall see its walls rise, we shall presume on your 
co-operation and your prayers. 

The inhabitants of this whole vicinitt/h?ive a deep in- 
terest in this institution. It will not confine its blessings 
to you, but it will offer j^ou its benefits with the few- 
est inconveniences. If God has given your children his 
grace, you have here an opportunity to educate them at 
your own threshhold. And if you are too poor to pur- 
chase the privilege, still this institution opens to you its 
doors. Nor is the thought to be despised, that here 
there will be coUected those who have an interest at the 
throne of grace, and whose daily supplications must 
brin^ a blessing upon the whole vicinity. 

Toparents this subject cannot want interest. If there 
should be no prospect that our own children be here pre- 
pared for usefulness, still the institution will stand, we 
trust, when our bodies have mouldered in the grave, and 
be a nursery for our children's children down through 
many generations. In an age like this, pregnant with 
such high and holy promises to the rising generation, it 
is a blessing to be a parent. We may have higher 
hopes than any age that has gone by, that God will pour 
out his Spirit upon our seed, and his blessing upon our 
offspring. 

The friends of correct sentiment will rejoice to see a 
school of the prophets opened among a people who be- 
lieve the truth, and in a neighbourhood where there is 
a pious and orthodox ministry, where prevail the doc- 
trines of our forefathers, and where the assurance is so 
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strohg, that these sämefunds shall never be perverted 
^rom their original design. We have seen error at- 
tempting to roll its desolating flood throiigh our church- 
eSi We have seen prostituted to the vile purpose of 
disseniinating false doctrines, funds that were consecra- 
ted to the interests of truth. We have seen the Re- 
deemer degraded to a mere attribute, an angel, a man 
and even a sinner, by the very charities that were in- 
tended to give him a throne in every heart, and an altar 
in every house. W^e have seen fountains, opened by 
the liberality of a pious ancestry, so poisoned, that every 
stream they issued carried sterility and death through 
the provinces they were desigried tö fertilize* Next to 
the grace of God, and relying on his blessing, the best 
means of cleansing those waters, or dam ing . these 
streams, is to prepare for the churches a füll supply of 
scribes well instructed in the kingdom of God. And 
the hope could hardly be stronger, that the funds herc 
deposited. for that purpose, will be forever held sacredl 
to the design för which they were consecrated. 

The poor will feel a special interest in every transac- 
tion relative to this Institution. The fund subscribed is 
exclusively for them, and can never be diverted from 
their use. Here then is one Institution where envy can 
have no employ. The rieh would not be willing that 
the Christian public should educate their children, they 
would prefer to purchase the benefit. Once it was said, 
" To the poor the gospel is preached^''^ now the poor 
may become qualified to preach the gospel. They may 
dispense the blessings which it has been their province 
to receive, may teach where it was their privilege to learn, 
may become beneficiaries to an extent that shall qualify 
them to become benefactors. Here, if you cannot edu- 
cate your own children, and God has given them his 



ibem to liy^ by ;!)& tejnpjeand fe^^ jipoii? jts oferings, 
tili they are prepared to be prophets in Israel. Q ^ ijjji^t 
c^ry höpß ,^nd jpy :^Q th,f halDitaätiop?^ j)0^^ 

mdi^mtr ] Thi§ - js ;4 bJessing th^t \ms lain so ^^yond 
thcir hop§5 ?is ito ;hayß h^^lly bee« .^,n objfigt ^ $lie^ 
pfjayerg. Befoiie tbey b^iye fialled ,gr€i4 fe r?n§^^r^, 
iLenee, ^ jke iull exjgpjt of .tbeir pq\ver thpy ly!.!! fjojy: 
ijHiO jjiis fynd tjie lit^e §me?ms 9i ffee^ ßliarj^, ^nd^ijl 
wflteh tbiB pragrßss &i iis risjs^ bonors ^d its gro^ jn^ 
interests with paterißal fondness ^j^ solJGkpiäe.. 

Nor will the rieb have any feelings but those flf ^l^?^- 
um, AU ötber )kjs^it.U:tiQns ^m^ ^^i^fil Xb^r jäpors 

to /them, wbik t^i§ om, wbiofe ^rsmi^gs ^mxm- 

tion to ihe childrejj öf tbfir ppOTiei? ngigtjbpF^, wijjl jf- 
fCßiye their ipatronage 3ß^ Jbgir pr:pyßrs, i^pr jpap^bpy 
fcnow but their p,Qsterjty caay bie pQQr,^Qil one ^ay fefölg 
itheir last hope on tke promised dd of tbisJskdiaodihf- 
aieydieiiit institution. 

I ßaanot suppress my wisb to iiec«>mmeind this instita^ 
ij^pn to the patronage of y^2»ö/jeÄ, They bc , c-Aently 
fsignalized thenasielvies as the friends of ;-, • .1 - j j . jad of 
sths gospel mioistry. Many ao awibassatior jßf thu* geqss 
o.Wies his £ou rage and hissuceess, to their .dbarjties and 
«Ibeir ipEaj'iers. Hcre ithey will hayfe oppoitu^y, Ihope, 
ito seie ^ome of their »ndblest wishes gratiüed. Jioie they 
foay ((üQnseccate titieir ichsa-ities, and itiowar^ttbis^pjlace jouay 
tum ^ir £ye when ;tli&y pray, and fincl itheir jspjrits 
icheefied, their ipraylervs ansvveried, andiübeirrhopes accom- 
pUshe^' ün .the izeal ihey show for these cibjecJs, .they 
eyinee thatihey iknoiwhow toagprciGiiite ttheiF^.wn.com- 
5 
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forts. The gospel, in addition to the promise of cteriial 
life, rendcrs them free, riespected, and happy, in the life 
that- now isr -•-.•■ -■'■•- .,:'';..: 

This institätiöri haS ä claim upon the j&a^noif. No 
cbüntry is so blessed äs \vhen science and religion blend 
thieii* influertce, arid shower upon society their united 
blessingi Büt this schoöl, moi"e than any öther, will 
terid to that balance öf influerice, and approximate üs 
toward that equality, which is ever the basis of a goy- 
ernment like ourö. It will raise the pöor, widen the 
bonds of affection, and vastly increase the amount of hap- 
piness. We hope to enlist in this bene volent design the 
whole aggregate of patriotism within the compassx>f its 
influence, 

The ministers of Christ will say, God speed, to an en- 
terprise calcülated to increase the laborers in the vine- 
yard. We shall thus give eyidence to the world, that 
all we say rcspecting the scarcity of ministers we fully 
belieye; for if things were otherwise, we could not act 
more unwisely for our own interest than tp thus raise up 
rivals, who might rob us of our parishes and our bread. 
How it must gladden our aged fathers, to see an institu- 
tion rise, designed to prolong the cry of glad tidin gs, 
which begins to die away upon their palsied lips. When 
they can address sinners no more, and can only cast an 
eye over the Valley of vision, and survey the vast fields 
bf the slain, it will rejoice their hearts to see other proph- 
ets taking their stand by the side of that valley, intend- 
ing to prolong the prophecy tili the dry bones have be- 
come living men. When the aged Elisha went with the 
young prophets to the banks of Jordan, to cheer them in 
their toils, and aid them with his counsels andhisprayers^ 
he showed a strong regard to the futiire welfareof Isra- 



35 

dj? and dceply engraved his-raemory uppn the hearts of 
die ybung prophets. Unless I greatly misjtake the feel- 
ingS; of my aged fathers, tlieir eyes will be bright with 
jöy while they isee/these walls go up. >j They will Won 
their Jfcnees, and sprqad their hands towaf d heayen,; and 
giveus their dying blessing; ^and maytlieirpEayerjFetuTn 
intö their ownbosom. - : ,i i i • 

Iflnow, in my concluding reinarks,^! should addi:ess 
you 2iS Christians, I wönld say, This institutio^i iffper^ 
mitted to rise, (and we look to ^o^ for tl)is permissipn) 
sn^d ii^ not grossly perverted from its original diesign, is 
connei^ted intimately with the dispersionöf that Egyptian 
darkness which has so long broöded <oyer an apostate 
-World ; with all that is interesting in the rescqe pf the 
idolatei- frora his gods, the I^apist frpm his relics and bis 
saints, the Jew frpnfi his T41|n"d, the. Mahpmetan frpm 
bis Koran, the African frpm bis chains, and the assassin 
from bis pistol apdyhis knife. Ypu bave enligbtened 
views of your Maker, bave a biblcj^a sabbath, and a sanc- 
tuaryv can feast at the table of the Lordj and entertain 
hopes of ä rieh and happy immortality. I plead for those 
who are immortal like you, and like ypu must die and 
be jüdgedi but have never learned the true pharacter of 
God, nor heard the stpry of a Savipr, npi* h^ve discovr 
ered any escape from the glooms of the sepulphre ; who 
look to that hpme as the.seat pf perpctual darkness, for; 
getfulness and silence; whp have neyer kept a day pf 
fest, and can hope to remit their toils their qares and 
their miseries, only when their heads sball slumber pn 
the turfi Religion wpuld make thenjas happy asypu, 

and hcaven as blessed. 

But I do not appeal exclusively to piety, but to all thß 
tender feelmgs of humanity. When you cast ypur eye 
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över tbg dark i^Sfifes; öf tM par% wMeh are fuU of thfe 
häbitatilMÄ MöF ^rüfelly^ ev€fy äspeot öf wretchiednesi' 
wMch'föü d^^b^y gJv^ö inv^brtänöe' fö the tfäfnsäetiäGmf 
öf tM^(teyi We pleäd fbf thb ürilföppy, fbi'the löst^ and^ 
Öiö misfefäblei ■ I tMnfe I seej #ithöHt the aid qf ittspimfe 
tiöiirä- bäh# öf iilisSiööriarieSj edü^öälted iti thi$ sßhOöli^ 
issuing forth to chase misery from this piölluted World* 

¥gü fire ä! fäth^rj ät0 löved by yöur chiliirefi^ aRid'cfiir- 
isbsed with thäf iföndethess whbh yöuf infif mkieä ätid? 
yoür äigiö fe'qüke ; ivie ple^d föt faUtefSj \Vho inth^llf'fe 
plining 5'^eär's sft'e djestrfed by tWit ehildren, and Mi # 
j^Hs^h %' tiie frösts öf äge, Whö är^ böfiie tö the beii 
öf sö^e riVefj-tfeit thty itiay be svVept ävf ay by th^fid^, 
äti4 b6cöm6 th^fobd öf t|Se ^härk or tbe alli'gätor- 

i^öii äre a iWÖthW^ ärtd peffeäpS ä WidöWj and yblit 
(SMtären #öäld%iirihk fförft ftie sai(>'rffie<g that mtght {Jfö- 
löng yötii* ffi/ ör söothe yöur pä^^^ yöür eateij I 
pleäd-för iiiotb'erö whöse oiBTspif ihg äre fflöhstef s, and GKri 
föree tlifein ät the piöint öfthe sp#a? üpön thie flaiftes that 
äre eöiisumihg the cörjjse öf ä liu$bai^di iand caö dföWit 
tßeif dyäifg shl-ieks in aeclärnatiönS dT ift&f ftäl joyt 

Yöü was kft ift yoür infancy an öfphan^ aftd hsi\*e 
iöüiMiiithfeirihö&p^^able World ä gtfäfdiaiii Und a frtedj 
wlVöfeaSiiiarsed yoür clijrdhoötl, ähd #ätoli>d yöür yöütii', 
Snd reaf^^ y ÖU tö respectäbif äiid pfö^ifln^g fnäiihööd ^ 
I pleäd föF ör^hän'§j Who häVe HO höfrt^ b¥t inlhe pk'©^ 
pf kulfej pö höö^g btit the höuse öf sikndty where$l#ej> 
ihe ä^lSeS of a miirciless möthe^i riö firferfd bM deätb^ 
Whö st^pS thi rage öf hiinger, bitfnfs d^ie edge öf mfk^ 
dxtingüföheöihefrfe öf affectiöri and äope^ äilid ßndfe th6 
wretched a covert and a calm amid ttee fclodsof th«: M- 



tiöfif with; Öie evea^ä iöf thi« daj,. these «vents wi&hayc 
some tkiiill uptiii the ^tiipiathy of everjr fedfeig hearti 
If we lÄ^ht only hbpe, that by nyeans öf this kstitutioBy 
otte möte misshimryt tbäH iv^uld otherwist be ^^ucated, 
wlö fenter thfe Ifelds öf lab^, snd %üW samt cnmprdt/* 
inu of thfö dark wc^M^ atrd there c^eate a %bt that shedi 
guide home to heaven one benighted mül\ it woöldfee 
w^ntltiall the paitis aiYd the weälth that shäil big e:sp^M- 
^4 M fö'iinding this £idiödK "The redfemptroß of tbe- 
3öül is lir^gdous änd- it cöiäs^th forevet. " Yöü «li^ 
cövöf that field wiith silVer and gold* and if the whofe 
Wöiild böy iöff bne Söul frörti perdition it would be w«ll 
expfendsed» Anid I ftiust believethatmorethaiitaBSiJwizV- 
tflÖÄa?*;^^ wM be sent, and möi^e than vne ^iriner be. redeem- 
ädi Pf the tneatiis that are I^fere providhig; and in tlie 
böüödtess jöys thüs generated, shiall find all tiie reward 
t Wishj £ör ä'ny pfea 1 tän öfFeir, ör any es^i^ti^iss I eatt 
fii^e, tö advance thiS int^rest. 

If Ivteäre iitteH^ niistak^gfij and äny fe^el ölfii&4^^iSt, Wt 
rej^fcö that the fifeld of kböf is lät<ge^ They May iglö- 
l^iiy CJöd in Söiäe öther way, 'may feed^the pöor, ^w 
^üäe Ihe Sefipturesv suppört the Hiissiötiarjes a!i^a% 
öSö^ätödi Qt ed'ilcäte öM<^i? ih sorfte t^ki^f' sehmL Ör Ö* 
äöy vH^Il «ei^hef äid this chärity nör aWy otf^r, änd theif 
^diS^eiehceSf Wjfl ajjpf öve öf theif neötrality, they sbäll fseW 
cfdve lio reproäeblfroin üs if they dö nötbihg. If Wg 
äi^ dispösed to dö göody änd oiit motiv<e is the gl©?y öf 
feöd, it ^^ i^ bfecötoe ü^ t^ repröäch öthetS. To thelr 
oWÄ lÄästelr th^y staöd '^Mk 

In thii ifteän ti^e^ I höp^ t^t thöse ^hö tafftnot ^öft- 
ä^leätic^isly laboi* w Jth üs^ will ^ Wti *io rfeproäch^s, JJör 
rftäkfe ianV eJS^t -tö ÖÄfft ths6 s^eaiös ^ g^^ 
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flow to this centfc, and issue hence to carry their fertiliz- 
ing inflüence through the wastes of this miserable world. 
If once thie object was good, it is so stilL i If uhhappir 
ly some liiiayr niot have had in view the divine glory in 
their mDst?e^ouSiefforts, still the character of the in- 
stitution is not ehanged, nor its importance diminished* 
hör its ©laiftis cancelled. I close with one remärk feathe 
friends of this^institution, t>L ^ 

How important is it, that we suitably prize and im<. 
prove the ministry established among us. What will it 
ayail US that we have pitied tHe destitute, and the hea- 
theaj, if at last we die impenitent, and sink below them 
in perdition. We may send them the bible and the am* 
bassador of peacCj arid still neglect that book and that 
ministry, and die unsanctified. The ministry can 
be a blessing to the heathen, only as it may becoine 
the means of their conversion ; hence to feel anxious for 
them, and found an institution with a view to furnish 
them a ministry, and yet under the füll advantages of 
that ministry live without God and without Christ in the 
world, is to act with unpardonable disregard of our first, 
best duty. It wpuld be a fearful event, if finally we should 
Kft up our voice and weep, and say, " My motber's 
children mäde me thekecper of the yineyard, but mine 
own vineyard have I not kept." JEach of us has a soul 
that müst live forever, that niust be washed in a Savior's 
blood or must endure the terrors of bis wrath ; to save 
this soul is our first concern, and we may wake to its in- 
terests too late. If we should give all our goqds to feed 
the poor, and our bodics to be burned, and yet lapkthat 
charity to which salvation is promised, we should die 
fools at the last. It is true that the religion of the gospel 
js benevolent ; it is true that the covetous man is ^n jdq!-» 
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ater, and has not etemal life abiding in him, bat there is 
also a religion which all cvaporates in care for the safety 
of others, which has little to do with the doset, or the' 
heart, or the bible, or heaven. O let this day bring us 
all to our knees. Let the walls of this edifice be bedewed 
with the tears of repentance, and may we all be pillars or 
polished stones in the mystical temple, which Christ is 
; erecting, that when the top-stone b laid we may be ther& 
to aid the shout,grace, grace unto it. " Amen, even so 
come, Lord Jesus, come quickly." 



A BRIEF ACCOÜJVT OF THE ORIGIJ\' OF THE 
CHdRITABLE IJ^STITUTIOJ^ JJV ÄMHERST. 



Th e Charitable Institution founded iii Amherst ovves 
its origin to the piöus zeal of certain members of the 
Board of Trüstees of Amherst Academy. The first 
proposition, which was the subject of repeated delibera- 
tion by the Board, was limited tö the establishment of 
a professorship in the Academy for the gratuitous edu- 
cation of pioiis young men who might be unable to de- 
fray the expenses of their own education. At a meeting 
on the 18th day of November, 1817, it was voted to 
attempt to raise a fund for the establishment of such a 
professorship ; and a committee, consisting öf Rufus 
Graves, Esq. the Rev. Joshua Crosby, Rev. John Fiske, 
Nathaniel Smith, Esq. and Samuel F. Dickinson, Esq. 
was appointed "to solicit donations, contributions, 
grants and bequests" to constitute a fund " To afford 
instructions gratuitously to indigent young men of 
promising talents and hopeful piety, who shall manifest 
a desire to obtain a liberal education, with the sole view 
to the Christian Ministry." — Some attempts were made 
toprocure donations forthis purpose; but without suc- 
cess. It was found that the establishment of a profes-_ 
6 
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^orship for the piirpöse öf educating yoüfig tnen for thef 
ttiinistry, was a project too limited tö engage the pat- 
ronage of the public. The cotnmittee, finding the 
Christian public well disposed tö favor a plan of gratui- 
töus education for pious young men, but on a more ex- 
tended scale, and having taken the advice öf many clef- 
gymen and laymen of distinction, residing in varioüs 
parts of the Commonwealth, determined to change the 
plan, and to frame a Constitution for a fund, to be the 
basis of a Charitable Institution, distinct from the Acad- 
emy. Such a Constitution was formed and presented to 
a few gentlemen for subscription, This Constitution 
was approved and subscribed by a few individuals — 
which encouraged the committee to hope that the plan 
woüld meet the general approbation of the Christian 
public. At a meeting of ihe Board of Trustees, Au- 
gust 18, 1818, the committee feported that Constitution 
tö the; Board for their consideration and acceptance. On 
which it was unanimously voted, " That we appröve of 
the doings of said committee and accept their report, and 
authorize them totake such measures and communicater 
with such persons and corporations, as they may jndge 
expedient, and conducive to the great objccts connected 
with their appointment, and that the Rev. Nathan Per- 
kins and the Rev. Edward Whipple, be added to said 
committee." The following extract from the Constitu- 
tion explains the views of the Board and the objccts of 
the Institution. 

" A Constitution and system of by-laws for the raising 
and managing a permanent charitable fund, as the basis 
of an Institution in Amherst, in the county of Hamp- 
shire, for the classieal education of indigent young. mensof 
piety and talents, for the Christian iriinistry." 
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** Taking intö considemtioh the deplorable epnditiori 
#f a large portion of our race who are enveloped in the 
inost prpfound ignorance, cruel supersthion and gros? 
idolatry ; and many of theni; in a savage State, without 
a written language ; together with vast multitudes in 
Christian countries of which our o»n affords a lament- 
able speciiHen, who are dispersed over extensive territo- 
ries, as sheep without a shepherd :— *-Impressed with the 
most fervent commiseration for pur destitute brethren, 
and urged by the command of our divine Savior to 
preach the gospel to every creature ; w6 have resolved 
tQ cpnsecrate to the Author of all good, for the honor of 
his name and the benefit of our race, a portion of the 
treasure or inheritance which he hath been pleased to 
lentrust to our^tewardship, in the firm belief, that ^* jt is 
more blessed to give than to reeeive." 

'■■Under the conviction that tbe education of pious 
yoiing men of the first talents in Community, is the 
most sure method of relieving our brethren, by civiligr 
ing and evangelizing the world, and that a classical In- 
stitution judiciously located and richly endowed with a 
large and increasing charitable fund, in eo-operation 
with theölogieal seininaries and education societies, will 
be the most eligible way of effecting it. 

" Thereforef— we the iindersigned hav^ solemnly, de- 
liberately and prayerfully made, eonstituted andratifie(3, 
land by these presents, and for the foregping weighty con- 
slde^rations, do make, constitute and ratify, the following 
Constitution and system of by-laws, together with the 
preceding preamblie,^s the basis pf such a fpnd, and for 
l^lsing and managing the same. 

* ' Art. 1, In contemplating the felicitous State of So- 
ciety, which is prcdict^di in the Scriptures pf truth, and 
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the rapid approach of such a State, which the auspices of 
the present day clearly indicate ; and desiring to add our 
feeble efforts to the various exertions of the Christian 
Community, for efFecting so glorious an event— We have 
associated together for the express purpose of founding 
an institution on the genuine principles of charity and 
benevolence, for the Instruction of youth in all the 
branches of literature and science usually taught in Col- 
leges ; tö be located in the town of Amherst, in the coun- 
ty of Hampshire, and incorporated with the Academy 
in that place, and with Williams College also, should it 
continue to be thought expedient to remove that sem- 
inary to said county of Hampshire, and tolocate it in the 
town of Amherst." 

The Provision in the latter clause was inserted in the 
Constitution, in consequence of some steps which the 
Trustees of Williams College had taken two or three 
years before on the subject of removing that institution 
lo Hampshire county, The town of Amherst had been 
visited by a committee of that Board, who examined its 
Situation and advantages for being the seat of the College, 
and it was considered that if the College should be re- 
moved to that town, a connexion between the proposed 
Charitable Institution and the College would be advan- 
tageous to both. The establishment of the Charitable 
Institution is not made dependent on the removal of the 
College to Amherst. On the other hand, it has always 
been expected that the institution was to be established, 
whether the College should be removed or not. Such 
is the piain meaning of the Constitution. 

In Order however to ascertain the probability of sucb 
a removal, the Board of Trustees of Amherst Academy 
authprized the committee by the vote of August Ißth, 
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above recited, to Gommunicate with the Trustees of 
Williams College oii the subject, and two of the gentle- 
men waited on them at their itieeting in the first week of 
September foUowing, and presented them with a copy 
of the Constitution and of the vote above mentioned, to- 
gether with a letterinviting the Union proposed. The 
Board of Trustees of Williams College returned the papers 
to the committee without any answer to the application. 

This silence was considered as a refusal to accede tö 
the proposition ; and on the report of the Committee to 
the Board of Trustees at Amherst ; the Board» on the 
tenth day öf September foUowing ' ' Resolved, that it is 
expedient to invite a Convention of clergy and laity to 
approve and patronize the Charitable Institution contem- 
plated by the Board." In pursuance of this resolve, a 
circular letter was addressed to the settled Congregation- 
al and Presbyterian clergy in the counties of Hampshire, 
Franklin and Hampden, and in the western section of 
Worcester county, inviting them, each with a lay dele- 
gate, to raeet in Convention at Amherst on the 29th day 
of September, todeliberate on the subject. A delegate 
was also invited from each vacant Parish. 

On the day appointed there appeared to be represent- 
ed by settled ministers, or by lay delegates, or by both, 
as foUows — in Hampshire county, 14 towns and 16 par- 
ishes. In Franklin county, 12 towns, and 14 parishes. 
In Hampden county, 4 towns, and 5 parishes. In Wor-^ 
cester county, 4 parishes. The whole number of clergy- 
men present, were 37, of delegates, 32. Total, 69. 

To this respectabie Convention, the Constitution of the 
proposed Charitable Institution was read, and by them 
was committed tö a Committee offtf^e/i^^jto consider and 
report. In their report, the Committee say, that " The 



plaa <)f a litergry Institution founded on the general prin- 
ciples of eharity ap4 beneyolencej to give a classical or 
ppllegiate education to indigent pious youpg men of tal- 
#nts, while it pnoppses tlie prdinary advantages to others, 
iß peculiarly suited to the exigencies of the day, andcaU 
culated to answer extensively benevolejit purpöses in re- 
lation bpth to the church and the world. This plan pro^ 
poses a literary institution of a peculiar charaeter, in no 
way hostile to any other in pur country." The com- 
mittee further express their approbation of the " Consti- 
tution, as a legal in&trument, executed with skill anci 
judgment, guarding, in the most satisfactpry and effec-p 
tual manner, the faithful and appropriate applicatiphs pf 
the proper ty cpnsecrated by the dpnors." 

On the sübject pf the location pf the institution, the 
committee were not united ; but they finaUy concurred 
in " cordially approving the object of a religious and 
classieal institution pn ^ eharitable fpündation"-— but 
expressed an ppinion that it woiild besit flpurish, if it 
could have "the advantage ofthat union, which wpuld 
result froni its loeation by a disjnterested committee apr 
pointed by the Convention." They also recpmraended 
'Vthat suitable measures be adopted by this Convention 
fpr the establishment; of a College in connexipn with th^ 
Charitable Institution." 

The report vyas made tp the Convention, and after de- 
bate, the proposition for submitting the loeation of the 
institution to a committee was rejected by a great ma- 
jority — and the articles of the report being amended 
were adopted in the follpwing words. 

1. " In this general view of the subject submitted to 
their consideration, the comrnittee cordially approyp the 
object of a religious and classical Institution ona charita- 



feie foündätiön in the töwti öf Amhei'st, and recomtnend 
tö the Convention tö give it their uiiited and individual 
patronage* 

2; " They also recommeiid that suitable tneasures bt 
adopted by the Trustees of Amherst Acäderay, for tÜe 
establishment of a College in connexion with the chari« 
table institution, possessing all the advantages of olher 
Colleges in the Commonwealth* 

3. " That it is expected by tljis Convention,, that iii 
Order to satisfy the public, the people of the town of 
Amherst show themselves worthy of such an important 
privilege by affofding seasonable and liberal aid towards 
crecting College buildings. 

4. " They also recoramend that stich preparations 
and arrangemerits be made, as will accommodate stu- 
dents at the Institution as soon as possible." 

Soon after these proceedings of the Convention ^/irere 
pufblished, the Trustees of Williams College were sum-* 
moned to meet at Williamstown on the second Tiresdäy 
of November then ensuing-**and the Trustees of Ara^ 
herst Academy appointed a committee consisting of the 
Rev. Jöhti Fiskey Nöah Webster and Natha^iel Smiths. 
Esqrsi to repair t0Willian*stowöi on that day, aftd com^ 
municate tö the Board of Trustees of Wifiiäms College 
the result of the convemiön, with suitabfe expl^ati^s 
and Statements. This was döne. 

At this^ ittecting^ the Board of Trustees of Williatns 
College resölved that it was escpediem to remove the' 
College, oncertainconditions-^and^ appointed a reispec- 
table Gommi«tee of dlsfeterested^ men to determime the 
place to which it should be removed. This committee 
met in May, 1819, and determined that Northampton 
iWould be the most suitable place. 
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■ v^lmfecmseqüence of these proceedings of the; Corpora 
tiori of Williams College, the Trustees of Amherst 
Academy suspended further measures in relation to the 
Charitable Institution ; until the event of the application 
of the Corporation of Williams College to the legislatur<3 
for an act authorizing a removal of the College, should 
be known. — They made no Opposition to thät applica- 
tion, and took no measures to defeat it. But the petition 
having failed of success, the Board of Trustees of Am- 
lierst Academy judged that the way was open for the 
prosecution of their original design, and determined to 
put in Operation the fimd intrusted to their care. Aj 
committee has been appointed to crect a suitable build- 
ing — ^and on the 9th instant, the Corner Stone was laid, 
with due solemnities, and in the presence of a great con- 
course of people^ 

^ As no part of the fund can be applied to defray the ex- 
pense of buildings, and as the bürden is too great for the 
inhabitants of a village, the friends of Christ are earnest- 
ly sölicited to lend their mite to this important object; 
and to contribute also to the fund which is yet far too 
small to Support an establishment commensurate with 
the wants of the public. The inhabitants of Amherst 
and of the neighboring towns, who are friendly to this 
Institution, manifest a disposition to afford the most lib- 
eral aid, towards erecting the edifice — and if their 
Christian brethren in other parts of the country will de- 
vote a small portion of thexr property to this noble ob- 
ject, they will ensure the success of one of the most im- 
portant institutions hitherto established among Chris- 
tians. 



